Facts about Tests

Lourdes Test Day-October 12, 2011.  All freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will be taking the PLAN or PSAT on this day.  Students are dismissed for the day upon completion of tests between 11:00 and 11:30 a.m.

The major standardized tests students take in high school are the PLAN, PSAT, ACT, and the SAT.  The PLAN is a preliminary ACT and the PSAT is a preliminary SAT.  These are not intelligence tests, but reasoning tests designed to evaluate how a person thinks.  They test basic skills students have gained through their classes and outside experience.  

Freshman:  All freshmen will take the PLAN test on the school test day.  It consists of an interest inventory, academic profile and subject tests in English, Math, Reading, and Science.  Students will receive the score reports in December during Guidance classes.  There is neither a charge nor a registration form since all freshmen take the test.
Sophomores: Sophomores may take the PLAN or PSAT on test day.  The PLAN is a very effective measure of progress from ninth to tenth grade and predictor of ACT scores for the junior and senior years.  Students who scored above the 80th percentile (21) on the PLAN in 9th grade may want to take the PSAT which can be a little more challenging and good practice for taking it as junior.  The PSAT consists of Critical Reading, Math, and Writing and takes about two and one-half hours to complete.  Students will receive score reports in December in Guidance classes. Students will receive registration and preparation materials in Guidance classes. There is no a fee for the PLAN but the PSAT costs $14.00.  Checks should be made to Lourdes High School.  

Juniors:  On the test day, juniors take the PSAT National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test which determines National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalists.  There are Critical Reading, Math and Writing sections which students complete in about two and one-half hours.  Students may take a practice test in Guidance class and/or go to “collegeboard.com” for sample items and strategies.  They will receive registration and preparation materials in class. There is a $14.00 charge for the PSAT (checks should be made to Lourdes High School).  Score reports will be available in Guidance classes in December.
ACT/SAT

The ACT is the assessment juniors and seniors take for college admission. It consists of English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning.  Each section is scored from 1-36 and is scaled for variations in difficulty.  The composite score is the average of the four scaled scores and the average for Lourdes students is typically a 26.  The optional Writing Test is separate score on a scale of 1-12 and should be taken at least once since most colleges require a writing score.  The ACT is given on Saturdays throughout the year at various high schools and colleges, listed below.  This year we will be offering testing here at Lourdes in October, February and April.  We recommend that juniors register for the February ACT since they have completed first semester exams.  Students may take the ACT more than once and request their best score be sent to colleges. Registration materials are available in the Guidance office and at ACT.org.
The SAT is another college admission test which is taken by approximately 30% of Lourdes students who are applying to schools outside of the Midwest.  It consists of Critical Reading, Math and Writing sections which are scored on a scale of 800 for each.  College admission materials indicate which tests are required but in most cases either ACT or SAT is accepted.  Students may take the SAT more than once and request that their best score be sent to colleges.  SAT Subject Tests are required by certain schools for admission or placement and are offered on designated dates throughout the year. 
Test Preparation

Lourdes offers a Test Prep Class first semester for juniors.  Students develop test taking skills and complete practice PSAT and ACT tests.  Community Education offers a three-four hour PSAT/ACT Review on designated Saturdays at a cost of $120.00 each.  There are other private companies that offer more extensive test preparation courses including Sylvan Learning Centers and Princeton Review.

Recommended test-taking dates:

Sophomores-October PLAN or PSAT

Juniors-October PSAT

             January-June ACT and /or SAT, SAT Subject tests (if necessary for

             college admission).

Seniors-October-December  ACT and/or SAT

Test Dates
ACT

September 10, *October 22, December 10, *February 11, *April 14, June 9  *Tests offered at LHS

SAT
October 1, November 5, December 3, January 28, March 10, May 5, June 2
